
 Page 1 

WITNESS STATEMENT 

(C.J. Act, 1967, s.9; M.C. Act 1980, ss.5A(3) (a) and 5B; Criminal Procedure Rules 2005, r.27.1 (1)) 

 

 

 Signature  Signature witnessed 
by: 

 

lic450/2-ds/0 
07/08/01 

template/state3/2 - 28/05/99 

 Statement of: Maria Johnson 

 Age if under 18 Over 18 (if over 18 insert 
'over 18') 

Occupation Senior City Inspector 

   

   
 Address and Telephone Number: Westminster City Council 

Premises Management 
Licensing Inspectorate 
City Hall,    
15th Floor 
64 Victoria Street 
LONDON 
SW1E 6QP 
 
Tel:  0207 641 1855 
 

   
  

This statement (consisting of 2 pages each signed by me) is true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief and I make it knowing that, if it is tendered in evidence, I shall be liable 
to prosecution if I have wilfully stated in it anything which I know to be false or do not believe 
to be true. 
 

 Dated: 29 January 2020 

 Signature:  

  
 

 

 

I am employed by Westminster City Council as a Senior City Inspector for City Operations, Public 

Protection and Licensing. I have held this position since 1 April 2015. Prior to this I held the 

position of Licensing Inspector since 2006.  I am authorised to enter and inspect premises, make 

enquiries within these premises, then to exercise the functions and powers as contained under 

the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003 and the Health Act 2006. 

 

On 27 November 2019 at 23.56 I visited the premises known as Palm Palace, 84 Edgware 
Road, London, W2.  I was with Michelle Ascenso-Grant, who is a City Inspector. 
 
I had been asked to visit the premises as a Premise Licence has been granted to Palm Palace 
Restaurant, 84 Edgware Road, London, W2 2EA.  The licence is subject to a condition 
(condition 13) which states:  All tables and chairs in the outside area shall be removed or 
rendered unusable by 23.00 each day. 
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 Signature  Signature witnessed by:  
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I asked to speak to the owner and was directed towards Nadir Ismail Ali, who I have met before 
and know to be the sole Director of Palm Palace Restaurant Limited. 
 
I explained the purpose of our visit was to ensure that condition 13 on the premises licence 
was being complied with.  At the time of the visit tables and chairs were still outside.   
 
I cautioned Mr Ali and asked why the tables and chairs were still outside after 23.00 hours.  Mr 
Ali said “sorry”. He went on to say that they were the same customers who had been there 
since 22.00 hours and that they had wanted to stay for another 30 minutes more.  
 
I explained that it was nearly midnight and he said “sorry”.  He said that it was very difficult 
when you have customers, some from overseas and that it was difficult to run a business.   
 
Mr Ali asked what would happen if he stopped using his licence – I said that he would need to 
cease selling hot food and drink at 23.00 hours.   
 
 
Mr Ali instructed his staff to close the kitchen and said that he would not use the licence and 
would continue to serve customers shisha outside. 
 
We left the premises after approximately 20 minutes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


